




Summit Trust International SA is an independent trust 

services group headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Founded in 1999 as Close Trustees (Switzerland) SA, the 

company became affiliated with Sanlam Limited, the South 

African insurance group with effect from November 2011.

Summit Trust International brings a combination of financial 

and management stability which enables it to provide 

continuity in personal relationships and the orderly passing 

of family wealth for high net worth individuals who require 

offshore trust and company management services.

We are not expecting to be the biggest offshore services 
provider, but we are striving to be the best. 





IN A CHANGING WORLD, A NEED FOR CONTINUITY

The world changes at an ever-increasing pace, and your 

financial and investment needs change with it. Change brings 

new opportunities and challenges, but there are some things 

you do not want to change-the highest quality of service from 

your trustees, for example.

Your ideal trustees should offer you many things. They must 

have the necessary financial and corporate strength. They 

must offer a full range of services. They should offer impartial 

advice. They must learn about you and your requirements, and 

so act quickly and knowledgeably when appropriate. Ideally 

your trustees will be approachable professionals that you truly 

do trust.

All other trust companies offer some of these qualities. Few 

can offer all of them.



LARGE OR SMALL?

Large universal banks providing trustee services offer the 

necessary capitalisation, breadth of services and trading 

history. But their delivery is often undermined by factors such 

as centralised infrastructures, a lack of staff continuity and 

their being tied to promoting in-house investment products. The 

result? Perhaps an adequate, but rather impersonal service that 

does not always explore the full range of solutions available to 

you.

Small independent trust companies, on the other hand, are often 

run by one or two individuals and are able to offer an intimate, 

personalised service. Whilst they will generally offer a personal, 

hands-on approach, they often lack the fi nancial credibility to 

give your assets the backing they deserve.

Summit Trust International has proven itself to be a reliable, 

professional trust services provider that can offer a solution that 

provides both credibility and personal service.

SANLAM LIMITED

Sanlam Limited is a leading fi nancial services group in South 

Africa, listed on the Johannesburg Stock Exchange, with a 

market capital of €6 billion. In their over 90 years of existence 

Sanlam has shown themselves to be an innovator and leader in 

many aspects of Financial services in South Africa.

Over the last couple of years the group has also set up operations 

in Africa, Europe, India, Australia and the USA. Summit Trust 

International is part of Sanlam Private Investments, the wealth 

management and private client business within the Sanlam 

Group, which currently operates in South Africa, the UK and 

Australia.



SUMMIT TRUST INTERNATIONAL, BRIDGING THE GAP

Summit Trust International, an innovative trust company, offers 

the best of both worlds-a personal, responsive service with the 

necessary backing. We are approachable enough to ensure we 

understand your needs, yet large enough to make sure we fulfi l 

them.

The combination of Sanlam Limited as strategic partner 

providing the client comfort of the stability and reliability of 

a well-established South African insurance company and a 

respected, experienced management group, provides a unique, 

award-winning proposition.

The management team, the majority shareholder, brings 

expertise and a track record of building strong client 

relationships to the company. The directors bring a proven track 

record of success in the bank and trust fi eld. The company 

specializes in providing administrative services for complex 

trust structures, private trust companies, and cases where 

family offi ces and high-value strategic asset management is 

a requirement.  Providing trusteeship where private operating 

businesses are held in trust for entrepreneurial families is also 

a specialty.



OUR PHILOSOPHY

Knowledgeable, empowered staff
We believe that if we look after our people, they will look after 

you and your assets. We select the best and then make sure 

we keep them. We give them everything they need to perform 

-access to outstanding legal and technical resources, and of 

course a broad range of fi nancial services from third-party 

specialist providers.

Real investment objectivity
Summit Trust International is characterised by specialisation, 

professionalism and integrity. Because the company is 

committed to an independent trust administration policy, it 

is free to work with your existing fi nancial advisers, lawyers, 

bankers and asset managers, or introduce you to suitable 

advisers if you do not yet have your preferred team.

The bottom line? Expect to fi nd familiar faces at Summit Trust 

International, but not familiar solutions. Our people are under 

no pressure to sell you any particular product, just to provide 

you with the right service for your needs.



WHY SWITZERLAND? 

It is no accident that one third of the world’s private banking 

wealth is managed in Switzerland, which has considerable 

advantages for trust administration:

Swiss-based companies may administer trusts governed by 

the laws of other jurisdictions, including the Cayman Islands, 

Jersey, Guernsey, the Isle of Man, Bermuda, New Zealand and 

England and Wales.

While Switzerland is not an “offshore” tax haven or zero tax 

jurisdiction, the Swiss authorities allow trusts created by and 

for non-residents of Switzerland to operate without negative 

tax consequences.

Switzerland is renowned for its banking confi dentiality, the 

quality of its money management and political stability.

Switzerland offers an educated, multi-lingual and highly 

professional workforce that is recognised around the world for 

precision and effi ciency.



NEXT STEPS 

Call us on +41 (0)22 707 8399 and arrange to meet one of 

our management team at our Geneva office, or in your city if 

appropriate.

At your personal consultation, share all the facts with us, find 

out more about us and ask all the questions you would like to 

ensure your complete understanding of our service philosophy.

Summit Trust International SA

6 Place des Eaux-Vives

Geneva 1207

Switzerland

Telephone: +41 (0)22 707 8399

Fax: +41 (0)22 707 8395
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